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even better than the Borgian. That of Oscar Wilde most
of all. In the curious game of applying fictitious parentage
he might have been placed as a fiery cross between Gilles de
Retz and Marie Bashkirtseff. He died quite deserted and
there was none to overhear if he muttered the Neronian
apothegm "Quails artifex pereo!" As he had written of
his own hero Hadrian VII, "Pray for the repose of his
soul. He was so tired." After ten years his remains were
transferred from the common fosse to a perpetual niche in
the presence of a representative of the City of Venice and
of one of the Capucin friars whom he had so greatly
ridiculed; but the Catholic Church is tolerant to her own
children and he had declared himself in Hadrian VII to
be an obedient son of the Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman
See "and therefore I submit myself and all which I have
written to Her Judgment." With which submission we
leave him.
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